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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. These cited references have been 
cited in one or more of the below-identified related applications. The cited non-U.S. patent 
references are attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and 
appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. In accordance with 37 
C.F.R. 1 .97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an 
admission that the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in § 1.56(b). 

Applicants note that this application is related to the following co-pending application: 



• 09/876,383 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of any of a 
final action under § 1.113, a notice of allowance under § 1.31 1, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by the fee set forth in § 1.1 7(p). 37 C.F.R. 
§1.97(c)(2). 
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on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
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